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ADVERTISEMENT, 


——— — 
; * OV 


A VERY few words will be ſufficient to intro- 
duce my Epiſtle. It is an &« ex noto fiftum carmen,” 
or a Poetical Compoſition formed upon 4 well-known 
ory, according to the advice of the beſt critic. In 
the conduct of it, there was no neceſſity to hurry the 
reader into the midſt of things, as though they were 

known; for the things, from the beginning to the end, 
are already actually known. Nor had I any occa- 
ſion o haſten to the event, as the event is notorious 
to the whole nation, and is anticipated in ſuck a 
manner, as to firevent any diſcovery. In regard to my 
Reverend Hero, the qualities which originally re- 
commended him at Carlton Houſe, have endeared 
him in my eyes. He appears, by his letters, to be 
a ferfect pattern of conjugal affection, and a model of 
a clear, eaſy, unaſfected, and ſimpile flyle of writing. 1 
have only to regret, that Dr. Randolph never pub- 
liſhed an account of his tour in Germany, as I 
think many parts of it would have appeared to great 
advantage in my poetry. 


Reader, farewel ; and exjoy My Epiſtle! 


JULY 24, 1796. 
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AN EPISTLE IN VERSE | 
| 10 | : 
The REV. DR. RANDOLPH, 
ENGLISH PRECEPTOR 
TO H. R. H. THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 


4 
— 


Fox D (a) Sir, though now, in theſe degenerate 
days, 


Few brows are circled with a poet's bays, 


(a) Fond.—This word is nt uſed in the ſenſe of Shakſpeare's 
Lear, I am a very fooliſh, fond old man ; nor as Roger Aſcham, 
Greek Preceptor to Queen Elizabeth, ſays, * He was beaten out of 
te all love of learning by a fond ſchoolmaſter: —but it is here 


uſed to expreſs Dr. Randolph's unremitting conjugal tenderneſs, 
which pants and bleats in almoſt every line of his affectionate 
writings. 


A4 


——— 
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3 
Vet ſtill no lyre's unſtrung, no voice is mute, 
To war's rough breathings, or /Eolia's lute ; 
From fam'd Macgregor, whoſe heroic ſtrain 2 
Confirm'd Sir William in his Chineſe reign, 
To Him who, in his ſerious hour of prime, 
For Kien built the bold imperial rhyme, 
And fmib'd, when Pitt diſdain'd the palanquin, 
The duſky nymph, and love-lorn Mandarin, (5) 10 


And who ſhall now of barren themes complain, 


When Jerſey writes, and Randolph will exp/ain ? 


(4) See, lately publiſhed, *The Imperial Epiſtle fromKien Long, 
Emperor of China, to George the Third, K. of G. B. tranſ- 
„ mitted from the Emperor in 1794, by the Ambaſſador, the 
* Right Hon. George Earl Macartney, and tranſlated inte 
+ Engliſh Verſe, from the original Chineſe,” FT allude to the 
viſionary view (drawn by the Emperor in his higheſt colour- 
ing) of the Right Hon. William Pitt's triumphal entry into 
the court of Pekin; which defcription had no charms to 
allure Mr. Pitt from his fituation in England. Mr. Pitt even 
reſiſted a private letter, in the Emperor's own hand-writing, 
in Chineſe, inviting him to accept the office of Supreme Cheu- 
lah, a fort of Vice-Emperor over, as I am told, near three 
hundred million of ſubjects, in that vaſt empire. But I know 
not how it is, this little ifland, with all its embarraſſments, 
has ſtill ſome charms for a Prime Miniſter. Juſtum et tenacem 
propoſiti wirum—we all know the reſt, | 


E 


1 | 
Though Rome, bereft of all her claſſic ſtore, 


With Mantua mourns her Virgil, now no more, 
And cloven-footed Pan, again in ſcorn,* iis 
To Buonaparte lends his pagan horn, 

Still, ſtill, without a faint poetic hope, 

I claim one ſigh for Randolph from the Pope. 


But how ſhall I your ſecret ſprings explore ? 19 


How match your proſe, no verſe e er match'd before? 


Wondrous fond man ! who could from ſtate retire, 
At home to fan the chaſte connubial fire: 
For Venus (trembling ſhould the ocean wave, 
Her. billowy birth-place, prove her Randolph's grave) 
Taught you, though but occaſional the tear, c 23 
Which Abſence drops in many a ſhow'r ſincere, 


„ 4 And Pan to Moſes lends his pagan horn.“ Porz. 


(c) If the Reader ſhould be inclined to blame this and the 
three following lines, as not quite intolligible, (which however I 
ſhall take very unkind, as they were written merely for his 
amuſement) I muſt ſhelter myſelf under the Doctor's own proſe, 
the ſenſe of which, as far as L could collect it myſelf, I have given 
moſt faithfully. I do not however mean to diſſemble, that when 
an author, like Dr. Randalph, verges upon ſublimity, if he does not 

I take 


16 


Vet fancy oft can raiſe, as poets ſang, 


% 


To real danger ſeharation's fang. 


Wondrous fond man ! on whom no god ſhall frown, 
The pride of Paphos, envy of the gown, 30 
Whoſe very ſhade might fructify the ground, 


While ſtreams uxorious (d) murmur all around: 


take particular care, he is often in very great danger of talk- 
ing nonſenſe. Dr. Randolph having put off his foreign jour- 
ney, which I, as a Poet, ſuppoſe to have happened by the 
inſtigation of Venus, thus writes to Lady Jerſey, (Corre- 
ſpondence, p. 5 and 6.) © On my return to London I found 
& letters, which would fill my departure for Germany with 
“ much anxiety. Mrs. Randolph, who in the original plan 
% was to have accompanied me early in the ſummer, found 
* herſelf in a ſituation that rendered void every ſuch intention 
% and though, when I left her, it was only with the tear of 


* occaſional abſence, yet I find (though ſhe is filent on the 
* ſubjet) that che imagination has been too buſy, and nag- 


* niſſed the pang of ſeparation into the miſery of real danger.” 
Lugete O Veneres Cupidineſque, 
Et quantum eſt hominum venuſtiorum ! 


(>| Vagus et ſiniſtra 
Labitur ripa, Fove non probante. Ux 


ORIUS ammis. 


(CRETE 
Whoſe fole return roduc'd, (e) by playful ſtealth, 
No influence ſmall on Mrs. Randolſili's health, 
Who yet, though conſcious of the beſt effect, 35 
Her fituation ſcarcely could ſuſpett. (F) 
I praiſe the huſband and thoſe virtuous fears, 
The leſs your ſenſe, the more your love appears, 
A rom Brighton while the Muſe I bring, 


Safe in the mail, your ſtudious cares to ſing, 40 
Let Lockman (g) in the cloſet pray or doze ; 
Read you my verſe, or Tommy Tyrrwhitt's (4) proſe. 


(e) © I am happy to ſay, that my return has had no ſmall 


& influence on Mrs, Randolph; health.” ——Correſpondence, p. 11. 


I am happy to ſay, that my return das been productive of 
« the beſt effefts to Mrs. Randolph, who, full lately, did not ſuſ- 
& pe? ber ſituation, 


Correſpondence, p. 16. 


(8) The Rev. Dr. Lockman, Clerk of the Cloſet to the 
Prince of Wales. 


Thomas Tyrrwhitt, Eſq. Private Secretary to H. R. H. 
the Prince of Wales. His ſtyle is ſaid to be nervous; but upon his 
being aſked if he thought the Royal Correſpondence might ever 
be publiſhed, he acknowledged that the Epiſtolæ ad Familiares 
were by no means adapted for public inſpection, and that 
there was not one letter to Atticus in the whole collection. 


661 


Come then, one glance from Love and Hymen 
ſteal, 


And all you know, and all you think, reveal; 


Yet ah! beware, and in affectiofi's ſpite, 45 
Spare Mrs. Randolph's bluſties, as you write; 
Then turn to Bolton, () and his Croſs of Gold, 

A name the Muſes with ſurpriſe behold. - 

Say, how the royal hand the truſt refign'd, 

The truſt you Bd, (& and wiſely left behind ; 50 


(i). Mr. Bolton is Maſter of the Golden Crofs Inn, at 
Charing Croſs, and Proprietor of the Brighton mail-coack ; at 
this inn the Rev. Dr. Randolph 4o#d the parcel in queſtion. 


N. B. This note has its pathos, but not in any exquiſite | 
degree. 


„ © I attended at the Golden Croſs, previous to the departure 
« of the coach; and, having firſt ſeen it regularly Boo dj de- 
“ liver'd my parcel, incloſing the Princeſs's packet, addreffed to 
« your Ladyſhip, at the Pavillion. Correſpondence, p. 32. 


„ 


Or call on Anſtruther (/) the charge 10 fate, 
For Graham would but waſte the time (n) in prate ; : 
Or e'en to Doctor Hallifax () ſubmit, 

He has good- nature, and a little wit; 

Or if, fond Sir, a ſtranger yet at court, 55 
Bid Warren write, and. frame. a frong report ; 


(1) R. Graham, Eſq. Attorney General, and J. Anſtruther, 
Eſq. Solicitor General to the Prince of Wales. Mz. Axs rxv- 
THER'S ſpeech in one of the charges on Mr. Haſtings's Trial, 
conſiſted of the words Pate, ftated, ſtating, at every third ſen- 
| tence at the leaſt, The Lords and the audience never heard 

ſuch. a Staten or Stati/ before. | 


m) It is well known among the Lawyers, that if they want 
to keep the Houſe of Lords fitting till there is a fuller attend- 
ance, or till a material witneſs arrives, they wiſh for Mr. 
Graham to chat to them about a turnpike or an, incloſure for. 
an hour or two, which he does with the greateſt fluency ima- 
ginable, N. B. Mr. Chriſtie can ſay as much on a ribbon as a, 
Raphael. | 


(n) A very pleaſant, eaſy man, and an excellent Apothe- 
cary, made into a Phyſician, by, the, Archbiſhap of Canterbury, 
whoſe faculties are. infinite, Well, well, the. Archbiſhop 
may make as many Doctors as he pleaſes ; © Nature and ſick- 
* neſs debate it at their leiſure.” Dr. Hallifax and Pr. War- 
ren are the Phyſicians to the Prince of Wales. 
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T4) 
Warren, whoſe well-fee'd hand, in dubious caſe, 
The Eſculapian (o) ſerſent beſt may grace; 
For him no title Pitt or Heard ſhall forge, 
Sir Charles, Sir Luke, Sir Walter, or Sir 60 
George. (/) . 
Say, when for Brunſwick firſt you hop'd to ſteer, 


N 
1 


How lagg'd the months of the long lingering year; 


e ; 6% To beguile the time, | ; 
% Look like the time; look like the innocent flower, 
“Hut be the ſerpent under it-"——NMACBETH» 


I only quote Shakſpearez_I am no commentator; but remem- 
brance will be buſy. 


2 The rage or frenzy of Knighthood and Baronetage has 


invaded and ſeized the college. Sir Charles Blagden, M. D. and 
Knight of I—don't know what. He was made ſo for a German 
tour, to figure away as a Chevalier, and for no other reaſon 
that I can tell: Sir George Baker, M. D. Baronet, for his 
ſkill, reputation, and learning: and Six WALTER Farguhars 
Phyfician, Surgeon, Man-midwife, Apothecary,: and Baronet. 


Momento turbinis exit 
Marcus Dama » Papz! Marco ſpondente recuſas 
Credere tu vitam? &e. 


But, „ as Sir Walter knows all this, I ſhall not go on telling 


him. See the Critic, | | 3 


ä 
Nor if forbid that ſecret now to name (4) 
Say the Duke of York to Windſor came, 


To whom you owe that ſolace of your lite, 65 


And, ſource of all anxiety, your wife. 


(4) I muſt give the whole paſſage relating to his departure, and all 
the Doctor's Ypothetical reaſoning, on which this part of my Epiſtle 
is founded; the Doctor's words cannot be ſufficiently attended to or 
admired. * To think of pleaſure, which in its purſuit would give a 
* moment's pain 70 one, whoſe happineſs I am proud to ſay, is far dearer 
& to me than my own, is a leſſon, thank God, 1 have flill to learn, and 
I throw myſelf upon your Ladyſhip's goodneſs for @ proper exe 
fy planation. One thing I would however premiſe, that any 
„ conſequence ſhould attach to the delivery of her R. H.'s letters, or in 
* caſe the Duke of York, whom I hope to meet at Windſor to day, 
* ſpould have any thing of importance to iniruſt me with, gratitude 
and eſteem, (for even the object of my anxiety F owe in a great 
** meaſure 70 their goodneſs) will then annex a ſenſe of duty to my de- 
+ parture, and conſequently overcome every ſcruple. Again then 
8 truſting my cauſe in your Ladyſhip's hands, and with the hopes 
of renewing my plan at the expiration of a few months; and 
may I not add of then repeating the exultation of a grateful peo- 
ple from the increaſed fun of a nation's bleſſings, &c. &c,” The 
P;8$.<. May 4 requeſt the favour of a line by Sunday night's 
* polt, to meet me in town on Monday, 4ecaufe from that I ſhall 


& regulate my future motions.” To the Counteſs of Jerſey.—Corre- 
ſpondence, page 7 and 8. N. B. I requeſt the reader to make him- 
fell, perfeft in this whole paſſa ge, before he reads my weak imita- 
tion of it. Who ſhall ever talk again of the“ Venator tener conju- 


Zis immemor 2” 


( 16 ) 
Say, F the Duke his letters choſe to ſend 
By the Dutch mail, or by his reverend friend, 
Happy to bleſs your parting, not perplex, 
And e'en /ome ſenſe of duty to aunex. 70 
Say, bow your ſcruples vaniſh'd ; times to come, 
A nation's bleſſings in increaſed ſum, 


Brighten'd your ſoul, and varniſh'd high your ſtyle, 


To antedate the raptures of our iſle ! 

You ſtill on Jerſey call'd, like other men, To 
To.regulate your motions by her pen: 

Then fay, how well all writing may be ſpar'd, 

How nothing can be known, when nothing is de- 
clar'd. 

Sweet are the gifts of learning and of eaſe, 
That teach /oud man to reaſon and to pleaſe, 80 
With grace a {imple ſubject to adorn, 

To ſtrike with truth, and tinſel glare to ſcorn! 


Such thoughts my youthful fancy beſt could move, 


When firſt L wander'd in the ſtudious grove ; 


Now with experience bleſt, and riper days, 8 5 


And ſenſe to weigh the candidates for praiſe, 


55 


( 39 } 
I feel that ſleep muſt wait at wiſdom's cloſe, 
And ſtudents work, that doors may repoſe. 


Well-pleas'd I read, on ſtate affairs intent, 


How clear your words! how cloſe your argument! 


Fen he may underſtand the ſimple tale, 91 


Who runs 70 book his parcels in the mail. 


But oh that void, from Auguſt to July, ( , 
What journals or what fancy may ſupply ? 


What ſtreams you croſs'd, the Elbe, or blood-ſtain'd 


Rhine, 95 


Or with Prince-biſhops if you choſe to dine, 


Felt o'er your temples the ſuſpended ſword 
By Gallic threads at KLEBER's thund'ring word, 


(r) Dr. Randolph received the packet from the Princeſs at 
Brighton on the zoth of Auguſt 1795, (Correſpondence page 3o,) 
and the Dr's. laſt letter to Lady Jerſey is dated July 5, 1796.— The 


great hiatus or chaſm, which I ſo feelingly regret, might be ſup. 


plied if the Doctor would but publiſh an account of his tour in 
Germany, for which I wait with ſomething more than mere im. 
patience, 


B 
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4.48; } 
What German towns you travers'd, who can tell? 
Towns, that a Britiſh Muſe ne'er learn'd to 
iell; 100 
(Oh that their very names might JovRDAN throttle) 
Eiſenach, Enrebrehiſlein, or Wolfenbottle. 
Such tempting themes unwilling I forego, 


Nor ſtrive to paint, what I can never know ; 


And why abroad ſhould idle fancy roam, 105 


When the gay ſcene is only found at home? 


\ 


Methinks with you I ſtroll by Brighton's 
main, 


With belles and loungers on the crowded Steine, 


Where 


ere 


as 
Where Jews (r) and Jobbers give the ton to taſte, 
And Marlborough (2) fears a nation's wealth to 


waſte, | | 110 


Where now the Muſes Hamilton * deplore, 


And Grafton joys, that Junius is no more, 


With you I ſeek the light Pavilion's dome, 


Where Holland thought to fix a Prince at home, 


(:) Meſſrs. Goldſmidt, all the Solomons, Nathan Solomon, 
E. P. Solomon, and Solomon Solomon, Boyd, Thelluſſons, &c. 
in ſhort, hoc genus omne, mæſtum ac follicitum- —1 bargain for 
the opening may be made on the Steine as well as in the Stock 
Exchange, or a Jobber can ſtudy Hemmings on the Fourth Payment, 


or look an e:ghth better, or worſe, for dipping in the funds, as well 
as in the ſea. | 


(u) The D. of Marlborough has a houſe on the Steine at Bright- 
on, which his Grace lets out for a great part of the ſeafon. 


# The Rt. Hon. W. G. Hamilton. 


B 2 os 


( 
Whoſe baſe the majeſty of ocean laves, 115 
And friendly Halcyons (x) fam would calm the 


Waves. 

I ſee the Princeſs ()) bend her graceful hand, 
And Darnley ſmirks, and Chom'ley waves his 

wand; 
There ſtands the heavy St. Leger apart, 
Once highly favour'd with ze hand and heart; 120 
Hulſe, call'd in vain the treaſure to difburſs, 
And Seymour, dangling with an empty purſe ; 
Stanhope's hard phyz, and Aſton's eaſy air, 
With Viſcount Villiers by the royal chair ; 


(x) The part of the 23 by the Earl of 9 Lord Cholm'- 
ley, Lord Thurlow, &c. &c. 


(y) © I need not recall to your Ladyſhip's recollection, the in- 
e terview I had with the Princeſs at Brighton, awhen /he delivered 
& 7 me the packet in queſtion ; ALL her attendants in waiting were, I 
< believe, preſent.” —Correſpondence' page 30.— The names and 
offices of all the perſonages, from Lord Darnley, to the Chap- 
lains, may be found in the Red Book, which may be conſulted. 


1 


6 3 
Of Chaplains (z) too a melancholy ſtore, 123 


Whoſe names the Muſe ne'er knew, or heard before, 


Say now, my Randolph, for the truſt prepar'd 
Who felt the nod, or who the whiſper ſhar'd ; 
Say next, what converſe in the preſence paſs'd, 
When each bon mot was brighter than the laſt, 1 30 
Say, for your proſe may beſt adorn my rhyme, 
How high they reaſon'd of fate, chance, and time ; 
e Of all the branches of the race auguſt, (aa) 
« How ſome muſt ſprout, ſome moulder in the duſt . 
* And how, alas! in ten revolving years, 135 
= Some grace in royal features diſappears.“ 
Say, how you took 7he tri. I ſay no more, 
Nor will I ſing again, what I have ſung before. 


(x Some of the names, (choſen with care from the whole body 
of the Clergy for ſo high a diſtinction, as we may fairly conjecture,) 
the Red Book gives“ Barker, Hodſon, Nugent, Wilgreſs, Per 
kins, Barnard Foord, &c. &c, I believe I am rather poetical 
in ſuppoſing them preſent, | 


(aa) © The conver ſatin generally turned upon the various 
* branches of her auguſt family, and the alteration I ſhould find 
* in them after an abſence of ten years.” Correſpondence page 30. 


{ 


1 22 ) 


Thus, as the ſummer ſun- beams round me play, 


With ſtate and farce I ſooth my various day, 
Nor groan, with Morgan, at the fall of ſtocks, 
But ſing rue rape of prackets, or of locks. 


While you, my Randolph, dews Caſtalian ſip, | 


Or inſpiration wait from Jerſey's lip ; 

Tis your's the Royal Stranger's mind to teach, 
To Corrs her accent, and direct her ſpeech, 
Yourſelf the bright example of your art, 

How beſt ſimplicity may reach the heart ; 

Lo, Secretary Murray (+5) deigns a ſmile, 
And hails his Brother Tully of the iſle. 


140 


145 


150 


(a Secretary Murray. Not the late Lord Mansfield, or any Se- 
cretary of State, but Six James Murray (Pulteney) Adjutant 
General, and Secretary to the Duke of York when H. R. H. com- 


manded the Britiſh forces in Flanders, at the beginning of the 


war. Secretary Murray's ſtyle was univerſally admired for its 


perſpicuity, fimplicity, and lucid arrangement. The Secretary's offi- 


cial diſpatches are preſerved for poſterity. Great writers in fu- 


ture times will ſay to each other ; 


« Yes, I'm content, allow me Murray's ſtrains, 
* And you ſhall riſe at Randolph for your pains.” 


( 23.) 
"Tis your's, to ſing the royal cares to reſt, 
With Langhorne's tales, or plays from Ireland's chef, 
Or lullabies of old or modern time ; 
No proſe from Swift to take, from Pope no rhyme, 
No fire from Milton, ſtrength from Dryden's ſtrain, 
But all, ſave baby Jerningham, diſdain ; + 156 
Een Gray ſhall fall, nor o'er his ruſtic urn 
In penſive mood zhy CAROLIN A mourn. 
Lo, at your nod ſhall Clarendon retire, 
And Gillies rule o'er all th' hiſtoric choir ; I 65 
Scotch Mirrors, and Scotch Loungers in the rear, 
In right of Addiſon ſhall charm her ear, 
With namby-pamby preachers of the age, | 
Blair in thepulpit, Greathead on the ſtage. 
Nor Locke, nor Bacon raiſe the ſtudious head, 165 
And Darwin for Lucretius ſhall be read; 
And Newton's ſelf ſhall yield, with pious Boyle, 
To Hartley's whims, and Prieſtley's flimſy foil; 
Dulneſs ſhall re-aſſume her ancient right, 
And pert conceit, and diction's darkeſt night 170 


a 
Involve all meaning, and abſorb the ray 


That beam'd from light's full orb in Anna's day. 


But oh, yet conſcious of your charge, impart 
One Engliſh leſſon to a Brunſwick's heart: 
« Tell her, that virtue Britain / ſhall own, 175 
And love ſhall guard th' hereditary throne ; 
Before the eye of youth though meteors run, 
The ſtar of Venus fades before the ſun ; 
The morn has dews, when ſhadowy vapours gleam, 
Our noon-day claims a ſtronger ſteadier beam. 180 
'Tell her, for tis your office beſt to know, 
Virtue, like her's, is peace, and guilt is woe; 
Tell her, there is a voice, nor faint nor dull, 
That in the deſert cries, and city full, 
In high-vic'd courts, and on the ſea's lone ſhore, 18; 
« Awake to righteouſneſs, and fin no more ;” 
That angels il ſhall guide her ſpotleſs breaſt 
In downy dreams to fixt connubial reſt, 
Returning virtue ſign the bleſt releaſe, 


Confirm'd by love and penitential peace. 190 


(38 
Then, waving high o'er Carlton's pillar'd porch, 
No more the flame all dim, revers'd the torch, 
Shall Hymen his unchanging trophies rear, 


And life and joy Favonian gales ſhall bear.” 


I ceaſe, my Randolph, oh, forgive the Muſe, 195 
Her plume yet fragrant with celeſtial dews, 
Forgive her fears, her ſerious paſling ſtrain, 
She ne'er was ſchool'd to murmur or complain. 
For Wiſdom taught her, e'en from earlieſt youth, 
To feel, with you, this great unalter'd truth ; 200 
« That oft a Nation's fondeſt hope is croſt, 
% And that—a Packet voy be book'd, and loſt.” 


Finis. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| 4 


| 4 4 4 * — 


Introduced my late Epiſtle to the Keveteind Doctor Randolph 
with a few lines of Preface, and I am not diſpoſed to pay leſs 
reſpect to a Peer of the realm, than to a modern Doctor in Divi- 
nity. I am always fo pleaſed when a man of rank and birth gives 
any attention to Letters, that T am unwilling that any part of his 
works ſhould be loft, or paſs without notice. We have ſome 
precious fragments from the pen of Auguſtus yet extant; and à 
pretty little Epiſtle of Mæcenas has been preſerved. Adrian him- 
ſelf ſaluted his own ſoul with an Imperial bagatelle, rather flutter- 
ing, I muſt confeſs, between ſenſe and nonſenſe. The preſent 
Emperor of China has compoſed, and (as we all know in Eng- 
land) has publiſhed, with Eaſtern ſolemnity, “ An Ode in Praiſe 
of Drinking Tea,” and Mr. Voltaire always confidered him as a 
brother-poet ; and it is ſuppoſed that the Earl of Carliſle intend- 
ed to rival the Emperor in h:s lyric efufrons, and I think he has 
done it with ſome ſucceſs, The Rt. Hon. William Pitt never fa- 
voured the public but with one profeſſed publication®, but then it 
was juvenile, long before the illuſtrious Vouth was called to his pro- 
per ſtation ; © Caribus parwis et paupere terra miſſus in imperium mag- 
num! For the compoſitions of Lord Grenville I have 12 in 
vain; but though I ſhould not expect „igbte of fancy, 1 am ſure 
I ſhould not be difappointed in ferions argument, and in manly 
ſenſe. As to the mob of Right Honorable Gentlemen who have 
written pamphlets and letters 4wi7h eaſe, J paſs them all over from 
the Lord Viſcount Mountmorres downward)! But we have a few 
valuable con/litutional letters from the Rt. Hon. Charles James Fox 
to the Electors of Weſtminſter, which, though they have 
never been noticed by any Poet, are extremely intereſting. As to 
Speeches, they are not to be regarded as works in any times, and 
particularly in the preſent, Bat in our own country every author 
of diſtinguiſhed'birth has been recorded, and his works regiſtered 
by the Rt. Hon. Horace Walpole, with a truly patrician /edu/rty, 
and with the minuteneſs of a man, who has the opties of a fly. 


* See the Annual Regiſter, 1778, 
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Of the noble Earl, whom it is now my ambition to celebrate, 
few compoſitions have hitherto appeared: but as zhe object of his 
letters is not yet attained, and as he has promiſed never to leave it 
wninveſtigated, we may ſtill hope for many a pleaſing and ſpirited 
report. Eſpecially as his Lordſhip makes it no part of his promiſe 
to deſiſt, whether the myſtery is diſcovered or not. 'The Earl of 
Jerſey's works conſiſt at preſent of 1. An Introductory Diſcourſe on 
Lady Jerſey, Doctor Randolph, and his own duty; 2, a Letter, 
or rather a Cartel de defiance to the fond Doctor; and 3, an Epilogus 
or Peroration on the whole.“ They make indeed bu fue pages 
taken together; but, as Mr. Gibbon ſays ſomewhere of Tacitus, 
they are five pages of the Earl of Jerſey. The noble Earl ſeems 
to be convinced and ſatisfied, as well as I am, that Dr. R. booked 
the packet in queſtion, and that Mrs. Randolph's /ituation was ſuch 
as to prevent her reverend huſband's tour to the Duke of Brunſ- 
wick. Inter Lucinam feſtinat et inter Atriden ! 


I have taken particular care to inform my reader, that both my 


| Epiſtles are in verſe; for I have been fo frequently at a loſs my- 


ſelf to know, whether modern compoſitions were really in verſe 
or proſe, except the author diſcovered the ſecret, that I was un- 
willing he ſhould have the ſame trouble I have ſo often experi- 
enced. I now bid an eternal and affectionate adieu to the Earl of 
Jerſey, and the Reverend Doctor Randolph; and if I ſhould have 
the unhappineſs of ſurviving them, or their works, I ſhallfling a few 
lillies and purple flowers over them, and ſay, © Farewell, beloved, 
LovinG Pair ; few equals have you left behind, and happy and 


| W ſhall you be, if all my wit and eloquence can make 


you.“ 


* A certain Commodore being aiked at S-. 1 4, what all this correſpon- 


dence was about—* About? ſaid he, why, a Cock and Bull, or Bos, Fur, Sus, 
&que Sacerdos.” 


* Swift's Battle of the Buaks :—at the end, 


I here 


(wit .) 


P. S. There finally cloſe my labours and illuſtrations of theſe impor- 
tant Letters, from which ſo much information has been obtained 
for the compleat ſatisfaction of all the curious and loyal ſubjects 
in theſe kingdoms. But if hereafter any Novel, Romance, Play, 
Poem, Satire, or any other work of wit and humour, ſhould ap- 
pear on the ſame topic, whether under the title of““ Les Amours 
de Mademoiſelle Cunegonde et du Docteur Pangloſs, dans l'Iſle de 
Chypre.“ “ Loves of Plants, Stones or Sticks.“ The Myſteries 
of Ra x DOLL Ho in the Iſland of Jerſey,” or any other compoſition 
whatever, from the broad farce of Mrs. D' Arblay, to the Hob- 
goblins of Mrs. Radcliffe“, I here renounce all claim and preten · 
ſion to any part, moiety, or portion of all ſuch happy inventions. 
I acknowledge that I labour under zhree diſadvantages, which at 
preſent are not eaſily to be overcome; I have contented myſelf 
with the illuſtration of a matter of fad, as far as it could be col- 
lected, and no further; with the uſe of ſuch words and expreſſions, 
as may be underſtood; and with an attention to that plain poetry 
which was once recommended by Dryden and Pope, 


* I merely mark the our? of theſe ingenious Ladies in their compoſitions. 


AuCUST 25, 
1796. 
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EQUESTRIAN EPISTLE 
IN VERSE, | 


THE EARL OF JERSEY, 


MASTER OF THE HORSE TO THE 


Prince of Males. 
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1 WHO erewhile in Hymeneal ſtrain 
Shew'd what love taught, and prov'd that books (a) 


are vain; 


(a) It is by no means infinuated here, that my late hero, theRer. 
Dr. Randolph, Engliſh Preceptor to H.R.H. the Princeſs of Wales, 
has applied himſelf to the ſtudy of books in wain; or that, when 
learning was firſt introduced into the Doctor's brain, a fermenta- 
tion enſued, till the whole was exhauſted, and left it in a ſtate of 


nature; but the alluſion is ſimply to the little uſe there is in booking 


a packet in a mail-coach deſigned for a Princeſs, of which much has 
been ſaid and ſung. See my Epiſtle to Dr. R. or rather the origi- 
nal, in the Correſpondence. | 


- 


- 
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Mark'd how a Doctor's graver cares combine 
With the briſk dalliance of « fond Divine; 

And like the bird of night, in accent clear, 5 


Sung ſpouſal in my Randolph's am'rous ear ; 

Now from celeſtial (5 Pſyche's charms withdrawn, 
I quit the proſpect /c} of the churchman's lawn. (a/ 
Warm with the theme, and conſcious of the time, 


Trappings of nobler proſe await my rhyme; 10 


(4) Celeftial Pyche Put ſynonimouſly for any Doctor in Divi- 
nity's wife; but here, by way of eminence, for Mrs. Randolph. 
P/zche is a pleaſing term of endearment, zun xa: WN, as the Doc- 
tor (Dr. Randolph) knows. For I really think, ſince the marriage 
of Cupid and Pſyche, no union, or con/ammation of the tendereſt 
wedded love ever attracted the public intereſt and affection ſo 
much as that of the Rev. Dr. R. and his ſpouſe.— See my Epiſtle 
again, or the Doctor's own fond thoughts and words, in his Corre- 
ſpondence with Lady Jerſey. 


(c) Praſpect, a view of ſomething dilant.”—See Dr. Johnſon. 


(4) Lawn (in Dr. Johnſon's words) ſignifies“ Fine Linen, re- 
markable tor being uſed in the Nceves of Biſhops.” —T am not ac- 
quainted with any Biſhop-milliner in London or Bath, or I would 
recommend her toDr. R. on a proſpe of this fine linen being put in 
requifition for him. 


E 
While proudly riſing in my royal courſe, 
I ſing THE MASTER oF THE Cambrian Hogs: ; | 
And bid my humbler Pegaſus at home 
O'er IERSEx daſh his light poetic foam. 


Hail envied Peer! round whoſe patrician bow'rs 
Content diſtils her dews in drowſy ſhow'rs, | "0 
Where no diſtruſt, no care, no baneful ſtrife, 
Perplex the huſband and the faithful wife; 

No doubt alarms, no luſcious ſweetneſs cloys 
The bleſt endearment of your mutual joys ; 20 
Where ſcarce a ſoft viciſſitude is known, 

Save /e/zer'd fears, and letters not your on 


While on Elyſium oft your fancy dreams, 

Of groves unfading and Lethean ſtreams, 

Where, from the Prince (e) ahart, the Tyrian 
Dame 25 


Sichæus ſought, and fann'd his equal flame. 


(e) The Prince; i. e. The Prince of Troy, Eneas. 
Refugit 


In nemus umbriferum, conjux ubi priſtinus illi 


Reęſpondet curis, aquatque Sichæus amorem. En. 6. 
3 | It 


1 

Oh ſay, what firſt (/) the Muſe ſhall celebrate, 
Your Lady's reſignation, or your fate ? 
Your prudence, or the honours of your head ; 
Or patience, ſhewn alike at board and bed? 30 
Nor think, my Jerſey, loſt your claſſic taſte, 
That unobſerv'd your periods run to waſte, 
Or that alone to Randolph may belong | 


The gleams of wit, or muſic of my ſong. 


When with THE Packer fir'd, and news from 


% Rall, : 35 


Who in this rare adyenture went his half, 


It is cor/oling to read ſo tender a Poet as Virgil, and eſpecially 


ſuch a paſſage as this, at Bognor Rocks, or at any other retreat on the 
ſca-ſhore. ; 


5 AuνννH AEST YAEY, ie A⁰νEtãVu; 
Ex dern prana H emEL yEWG afaPnpLo v. 
. Callim : Mm. ad Jov. 
| It is impoſſible for me to pay a higher reſpect to the Earl of 
Jerſey, than by thinking of Jupiter, Callimachus, and his Lordſhip 
at the ſame time. | | 


(g) ** 4 Squire he had, whoſe name was RaLens * 
Who in th adventure went his Half; 


* i.e. Ra—/phbyS yncepe for Ra(ndo)lph. Tho! 


1 


| (_ +33 5 
(But hold, not Ralhh, I ſpeak in ſtatelier tone, 
Yet ſhould I call him RANDOLPE, 'tis all one) 
Convinc'd 1 read your clear mellifluous lay, 
Where proſe to metre wins its eaſy way, 40 


« Hear me, ye Pow'rs, who ſmile on Hymen's 
bands, 


4A never was in Lady Jerſey's hands !” (h) 
And when detraction opes her brazen throat, 


You hurl defiance (i) in its boldeſt note; 


Tho? writers, for more ſtately. tone, 
To call him Rareno, tis all one.” 


Hudibras, P. i. C. 1. 


* 


Hear my Lord's own words. The pacagraphs alluded to 
refer to a Packet, conſigned to the care of a gentleman, the Rev. 


„Pr. Randolph, to be conveyed to Brunſwick : I never was in 


Lady Ferſey's hands ! but given to aim by Her Royal Highneſs 
* HERSELF !”—Lord Jerſey's Introduction to the Correſpondence, 
p. 3-—The reader ſees the neceſſity of a declaration from a mo- 
dern writer, whether he actually writes in verſe or proſe, as his 
Lordſhip has ſupplied me with tbe mot emphatical were in either of 
my epiſtles, when a ſuperficial obſerver would have thought Lord 


Jerſey was only writing proſe. 


(i) See the opening of Lord Jerſey's InTaopuctIon. © Great 
„ Pains having been taken, &c. &c. accuſing the Counteſs of 


2 « Jerſey 


— — — ——— — — e 
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te) 
A lady's right, and huſband's duty join, 45 


Juſtice and Jerſey rumble thro? the line; 
You throw the glove with ſuch impaſſion'd art, 


That Dymock's ( ſelf from you might learn his 
part. | 


bo Jerſey of having opened a letter, &c, &c, I do now take upon 
% me to ert unequivocally, and without the poſſibility of a con- 
& tradliction, that ſuch infinuations are founded ſolely in malice, 
« and not in truth, and fabricated for the moſt wicked purpoſes.” 
p. ĩ and 2. See alſo the letter, or rather the Cartel de defiance from Lord 
Jerſey to Dr. Randolph, p. 24. It now becomes my duty to call 
„upon you, and 1 4s require it of you, that an explicit narrative be 
6 laid before the public; it is a juſtice She is entitled to; à juſtice 
& Lady Jerſey's Character claims, and which ſhe has, and you 
% have acknowledged ſhe has, a right to demand at your hands. 
« Your filence on this occaſion I ſhall conſider as countenancing that 
* calumny, which the fal/e repreſentations of buſineſs have /o ſhame- 
% fully and unjuſtly drawn upon Lady Jerſey.” p. 24.—See alſo the 
end of the Introduction by Lord. J.“ However indignant Lady Jerſey 
« may feel at the atrocity and ſaſebocd of ſuch a charge, and to be 
& called upon to make any anſwer to it, it is wy duty toſee her cha- 
% racer juſtified; and for that purpoſe I do lay before the public 


* all the particulars of the tranſaction, as they could be collected.“ 
Introd. p. 3. | 


(Mr. Dymock is the Champion of England.—But I truſt 
England has a champion in every hand and heart to defend her in 
| | this 


41 


Nor cireumſcrib'd your zeal; your ardent care 


Rides on the whirlwind of infected air, 50 


this awful hour, whatever may be the ſhades of political opinions. 


Indeed our country has never appeared ſo dignified and ſo power- 


ful as in the moments of the greateſt danger: in the American 
conteſt and the preſent war with the Republic of France. 


© Utrumne Secundis, 
An magis adwver/ts ſtaret ROMANA propago ? 
Scilicet ADVERSIS zam quam defendier armis. 
Suadet a mor patriæ, et captiva penatibus vor, | 


Conventt ut—" 


But I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay what is proper to be done: my 
country has decided, and ſhe will maintain it. Edmund Burke 


will read theſe noble lines of a Roman Poeteſs, this maſcula Sap- 


Pho, with that rapture which threeſcore winters have not ſubdued 
or diminiſhed. Surely I may be excuſed if on ſuch an occaſion 


Ladd ſome lines, from the ſame poem, perhaps not generally known: 


* Quidnam pater Ille Deorum 
Cogitat? an terras et patria ſæcula mutat, 
Quaſque dedit quondam morientibus eri pit artes, 
Invidus? an fruſtra, mendaxne Dieſpiter olim 


Imperium ſine fine dedi,“ dixiſſe probatur? 


Such 


3 „ a! 4 

A lady's right, and huſband's duty join, 45 

Juſtice and Jerſey rumble thro” the line; 

You throw the glove with ſuch impaſſion'd art, 

That Dymock's ( ſelf from you might learn his 
part. 8 1 


* Jerſey of having opened a letter, &c. &c, I do now take upon 
& me- to aſſert unequivocally, and without the poſſibility of a con- 
* tradition, that ſuch inſinuations are founded ſolely in malice, 
« and not in truth, and fabricated for the moſt wicked purpoſes.” 
p-1and 2. See alſo the letter, or rather the Cartel de defiance from Lord 
Jerſey to Dr. Randolph, p. 24. ©* It now becomes my duty to call 
„upon you, and J ds require it of you, that an elicit narrative be 
& jaid before the public; it is a juſtice She is entitled to; à juſtice 
& Lady Jerſey's Character claims, and which ſhe has, and you 
% have acknowledged ſhe has, à right to demand at your hands. 
« Your filence on this occaſion J ſhall conſider as countenancing that 
* calumny, which the Fal/e repreſentations of buſineſs have /o /hame- 
« fully and unjuſtly drawn upon Lady Jerſey.” p. 24.—See alſo the 
end of the TmroduZion by Lord. J.“ However indignant Lady Jerſey 
« may feel a? Ihe atrocity and ſaſebocd of ſuch a charge, and to be 
« called upon to make any anſwer to it, it is My duty to ſee her cha- 
& ,afer jutified; and for that purpoſe I do lay before the public 
* all the particulars of the tranſaction, as they could be collected.“ 
Introd. p. 3. 


Mr. Dymock is the Champion of England.—Put I truſt 
England has a champion in every hand and heart to defend her in 
| this 


„ 


„ 


Nor circumſcrib'd your zeal ; your ardent care 


Rides on the whirlwind of infected air, 4211258 


this awful hour, whatever may be the ſhades of political opinions. 
Indeed ozr country has never appeared ſo dignified and ſo power- 
ful as in the moments of the greateſt danger: in the American 
conteſt and the preſent war with the Republic of France. 


% Utrumne Secundis, 
An magis adverſis flaret ROMAN a propago ? 
Scilicet ADVERSIS 7 nam quam defendier armit 
Suadet amor patrie, et captiva penatibus ur, 


Conventt ut. 


But I ſhould be aſhamed to ſay what is proper to be done: my 
country has decided, and ſhe will maintain it. Edmund Burke 
will read theſe noble lines of a Roman Poeteſs, this maſcula Sap- 
pho, with that rapture which threeſcore winters have not ſubdued 


or diminiſhed. Surely I may be excuſed if on ſuch an occaſion 


I add ſome lines, from the ſame poem, perhaps not generally known: 


* Quidnam pater Ille Deorum 
Cogitat? an terras et patria ſæcula mutat, 
Quaſque dedit quondam morientibus eripit artes, 
Invidus? an fruſtra, mendaxne Dieſpiter olim 


Imperium ſine fine dedi,“ dixiſſe probatur *” 


Such 


„ 
Till all things mall cohere with time and place, 
Veſtige on veſtige tread, (7) and trace on trace: 
Yet ſtill forgive your penſive Poet's fear, 
What's paſt is paſt, and nothing will appear. 
Ah! Randolph! Jerſey! ah !—{m) forbear to jar, 


Tutor with Peer is barb'rous Gallic war. 56 


- 


Such again are the words, and ſuch the tone of this gallant Female, 
who could at once deplore the extinction of learning and philoſo- 


phy in Tae EurIRE, and recall the memory of ancient valour in the 
day of depreſſion.“ 


(1) * An object I ſhall never Ieawe uninve/tigated.” Lord Jerſey.— 
Correſpondence p. 37. in Lord Jerſey's Epilogue on Perora:ion. 


(m) © Ah Dennis! Gildon ah! Dunciad 3, 173. 


* Tf there ever was a time in theſe ouR kingJoms, of awe, of terror, of recol- 
lection, of diligence, and of ſeriouſneſs, BUT NOT OF DESPOND ENC v, it is the 
preſent hour. May it paſs from us ! We have to contend with a foe, cruel, pow- 
erful, inhuman, and implacable ; terrible alike to every neutral ſtate, and every pre» 
tended ally. Policy and ſafety are now one and the ſame word, and I truſt every 
overture conſiſtent with them will be made for peace, and no more. Experience 
was deſigned for the guide of all who are placed in ſimilar circumſtances. Had the 
ſtates of the German empire offered voluntarily to THEIR COMMON DEFENDER, 
their gallant and honeſt Emperor, when he requeſted them, but half the treaſures 
which have been extorred from them by the cammem plunderers and banditii of Eu- 
rope, their conſtitution, their ſafety, and their happineſs might have been pre- 


ſerved ! 


( 1 9 

Lovers of trath but Juſt endure a joke ; 
Plain truth you love, and hate an equivoque / n) : 
But chief, my Lord, that courage I admire, 
No flaſiers (ov) ſhake, no repetitions tire; 60 
What others feel, by you unheeded pals, 
Your Lady s conſcience is a wall of braſs, ( 70 
« For who unbluſhing could a letter ope, 
« Pockets might pick, and ſoon deſerve a rope ;” 
And ſure, if truth and ſenſe to verſe belong, 65 
Horace and ſhe go hand in hand in ſong. 
But what's a newſman's tittle tattle-breath ? 


Born with the day, at night conſign'd to death ; 


(n) I take upon me 70 aſſert unequivecally—" Ec. Lord Jerſey's 
Introduction to the Correſp: 


( Public Newſpapers. 


( Hic murus aheneus eſto 
Nil conſcire ji bi, nulla palleſeere culpa. 


So far Horace: now hear Lady Jerſey : “I think you will agree 
with me, that defending myſelf from the charge of opening a letter, 
is pretty much the ſame as if I was to prove that I had not picked 
«* a pocket,” Lady Jerſey $ Letter to Dr. R. Correſpondence, 
« p. 18, 

C 


( 18 ) 
N ot e'en a pamphlet keeps the tale aloft; 
Nor tales, nor words, can be preſerv'd by (9) Croft. 70 


en write(bleſt fate !) that none may (r)contradict: 
Stars in their courſe, and Heralds ſtand convict; 
The ſource of light himſelf, the Sun (s) will lie, 
And truef Britons here with Perry (7) vie. 


(4) Croft. The author of a book now forgotten, called Love and 
Madneſs. From one of theſe qualifications, as one might ſuppoſe, 
he prefumed to think himſelf equal to ſupply the place of Samuer 
Jouns0N, as regulator of the Engliſh language!!!“ Non homines, 
non Dii, non conceſſere columnæ.“ It was a much fitter office 
for him to collect a ſet of filly paragraphs in the newſpapers, and 


make them into a pamphlet, to which I allude. 


(1) I take upon me to aſſert avizhout a poſſibility of contradliction, 
&c; Lord Jerſey's Introduction to the Correſp. p. 2. 


(s) Solem quis dicere falſum 
Audeat? Virg. G. 1. Anſwer. Lord Jerſey. . 


(/) The Editor of the Morning Chronicle will excuſe a Poet for a 
wild fiction, which ſuppoſes even for a moment that he can have 


any principle, public or private, in common with a true Briton, 


4 

What cannot paragraphs ? there ALL appear, 75 
Large is their bounty, and Meir zeal Sucre IP 
They give, they take, they lend, they beg, they 

ſteal, 5 
Their force, at Dunkirk, Chancellors can feel ; 
Arm'd in his ſagum Loughb'rough's form they draw, 
The 4/underbuſs at once of war and law, 80 
And on his woolſack paint the hated wall, 
And Yorx's retreat, and gallant MoxcR1EF's fall. 
Or when Balcarras, in the iſles afar, 
Lets flip the Cuban dogs of blood and war; 
They cry,“ mere negro freaks, and things of courſe,” 
And force can be repell'd alone by force. 86 
What cannot magic paragraphs diſpenſe ? 
To Sinclair, heads of wool (4) and common ſenſe ; 
To Erſkine, modeſty ; to Mitford, fire ; 
Coolneſs, to Burke; to Carliſle, Pindar's lyre, 9o 
To ſing, in lofty or conſoling lay, 
Transfers of love by night, or ſtocks by day. 


.., Not alluding to the Heads of the Board of Agriculture, or 
to Sir John's own head, 


G2 


2) 


Or chance ey call on Repton to remark 
Lord Grenville's taſte for gard'ning (v) in the 
Park, ; 9.35 
Where grave Las Caſas, bent on ſtate purſuits, 95 
Indignant ſpurn'd old England's (ww) Puſs-in-boots. 
Sometimes ey paint, how Chom'ley dreams intent 
On quarter d bills, firſt zax'd by Timmy Brent; 
While, at your call when grooms the ſteeds adorn, 
Taz PrIxcz comes ke and bluſhes like the 
morn, 0 100 
What time ſhe firſt unbars the purple doors. 
Rich from the Eaſt; and o'er the regal floors / 
With laviſh hand the gifts of nature throws, 


Flow'rs of all hues, and, with ſome thorns, the 


role. 


( That beautiful plot of ground before Lord Grenville's houſe in 
the Green Park, laid out with ſuch exquiſite deſign and variety of 
plan. 


(w) In the late ſubl;me manifeſto of the Spaniſh Court (pub- 
liſted in cr Newſpapers), the principal cauſe of the rupture 
between the courts, was declared to be the reception of the 
Spaniſh Ambaſſador Las Caſas by Lord Grenville in his boots. 


„ 


Meantime, tis your's all unconfin'd to range 105 
From Carlton's columns to the ſilvan Grange; 
Or ſhould the Grange diſpleaſe a vagrant taſte, 
(Mindleſs the while how ſtates and treaſures waſte) 
Some ſoft retreat in Dorſet's vales may ſmile, 
Some nook ſequeſter'd in this favour'd iſle, 110 
Where, now conceal'd, ſome Gabrielle yet untried, 


In youth's prime flow'r, or ſettled beauty's pride, 


Shines in neglect ; nor, like Fitzherbert (x) known, 


Curſes the form that beam'd before the throne. | 


For me—no breezy ſhore, no cooling bow'r, 115 
No Vallombroſa ſooths my lonely hour, (y) 
While brooding o'er my bleeding country's . 
Damps of domeſtic melancholy riſe, 
And all my balm of life would fain conſume ; 
Still my firm ſoul, ſuperior o'er the gloom, 120 
Fortune to others leaves, ſtill proud to own 
The muſe, her hope, and ſtudious cares alone. 
r davis. tlic 


Junguntur taciti, contentique AUSPICE BRuro.“ (*D. of Q. ) 


Lucan de nuptiis Corneliæ. 


Written in the middle of Auguſt in the heats of London. 


1 
Hence in my choſen themes, if chance J write, 
No words are dark from your exceſs of light, 
Nor reaſon's rules, once taught in Plato's grove, 125 
Bend, like fond Randolph's, in the cauſe of love. 
Simplicity's my aim; whate'er I tell, 


I call no rhymes from the profound of (z) hell, 


(z) See ® A Porn written towards the cloſe of the year 1794, 
upon a Proſpe of the Marriage of the Prince of Wales,” by The 
Rev. J. Hunpis, B. D. Profefſor of Poetry in the Univerſity of 
Oxford.. The Profeſſor may appropriate to himſelf the De Pro- 


& fundis Clamavi,” as appears by almoſt all his verſes, but moſt 
in the following : | : 5 


„Though Hell 
* Her murky legions round about him pour, 
Hell fire his ramparts, Hell in her own ſmoke 
* Cloud his recolling baſtions, Hell direct 
* His molten fleet, Hell ſhow'r upon his foe 


His pond'rous hail intenſe, yet, &c. &c. &c. Hola! 


Indeed before! perceived that he Oxford Poetry-Profefſor was ſpeaking 
of the French, as I now imagine he is, (for one may be well loſt in the 
bathos of the ſubject, and the ——_— of the Tartarian images) 
I was fearful he was about to ſay to ſome illuſtrious perſonage or 
other, * Down, down to hell, and ſay I ſent thee there ;” whereas 


it 


( 23 ) 


Nor will with Oxford's deep-ton'd Laureat think ; 


1 fail before the breeze, but never ſink. 139 


it ſhould be the peculiar office of all Profeſſors of Poetry and 
and Divinity to keep him from it, if poſſible. Mr. Hurdis is cer- 
tainly no rival to the Dean, ſo celebrated for“ never naming hell 
to ears polite ;** for he out-Satans Satan. The boldneſs of Oxford 
exceeds that of Florence; and the 7fernal poetry of Mr. Profeſſor 
Hurdis will ſoon ſuperſede Dante. Yet I own I was ſurpriſed, when 
Mr. Profeſſor was about to fing of royal nuptials, that the idea of 
Paradiſe ſhould not rather have opened to 'his view. But alas, 
% Fate had faſt bound him with Styx nine times round 
him -” and ſo I leave Mr. Profeſſor Hurdis to be exorciſed by all 
his Brother Conjurors in the Univerſity in a ſolemn incantation at 
the opening of the term, in the Sheldonian theatre, or under the 
dome of Radcliffe, with the high maſs of © Seras in cœlum redeat I 
N. B. The Univerſity of Oxford truſts many faculties and ſci- 
ences to their various Profeſſors for liſe, but with the greateſt pro- 
priety (hoc populus ſapiens et juſtus in uno) will never truſt ner Poetry 
fora longer term than ſeven years to any of her cheſen Laureats. From 
what I have ſeen of poetical animals, and from converfation with Sir 
John Sinclair and the Board of Agriculture, I think it is ſometimes 
proper 10 change the | paſture of a poet, in order to produce dif- 
ferent kinds of verſes, and ſometimes even to croſs the breed in 
the Univerſities. For when a Profeſſor has been ſhut up and fed 
on hard dry meat in a college for a long time, he naturally acquires a 
wviſcidity in his juices, and moves fi, which can only be removed 
by turning him out to graſs, I do not mean to recommend this to 


Poets 


24 
Nor on th' embattled in aſcending, bring 
Stones from high heav'n, with cloudcompetting (a) 
KING, 
Nor yet with Stutz, or Blagden, move awhile 
Diforied mouths with many a ſcoffing ſmile.(b) 


Poets near Lenden, as we want all the graſs for the cows ; but per- 
haps the Ranger, Lord Euſton (one of the beſt-natured and very 
beſt tempered men 1n the kingdom I ever knew) might be pre- 
vailed upon to allow a poet to Vi a little in the Green Park before 
Lord Grenville, 7 try what he could get. | 


(a) ann 26g. See a very ingenious treatiſe juſt-publiſhed 
in 4to entitled, Remarks concerning SToNEs, faid to have fallen 
“ from the Clouds, both in theſe days and in ancient times, By 
„ Edward King, Eſq. F. R. S. and F. A. $.” Much curious in- 
formation is collected and brought into one point of view on a 
ſingular ſubject.— But all I mean to ſay is this; I neither go down to 
Hell, nor up to the clouds, for my ſubjects, as I wiſh to be intelligible 
upon earth; and wiſh all authors would have no higher ambition. 
& Indocilis privata loqui,” is the great bane and peſt of modern 


language, in ſpeaking and in writing. 


| (3) Abbe Swatz, Aſfiſtant in the Imperial cabinet of curioſities at 
Vienna, has deſcribed ſome of the ſtones, &c. &c. and Sir Charles 
Blagden has fairly tranſlated part of his account, About the origin 


of 


( 25 ) 


Nor is my manſion by th' oblivious ſtreams; 135 


I mark where fortune's ſons, in golden dreams, 

Baſk in the fields of miniſterial day, 

Know their own (e) ſun, and fars of pureſt ray, 
With many a lord and many a lady bright, 

And Portland 5/4/ting in purpureal light. (a) 140 


6 of which many mouths have been difterted with ſcoffine laughter.” 
Mr. King's R.p.23. Yet I am ſure I have no objection to any account 
of theſe ſtones © verified by Wol/gang Kutulyewich, Spiritual F icar of 
Francis Baron Clobuſchicsky Biſhop of Agram.” p. 24. for whom 
J have a great reſpect; but I muſt own I have ſome diſtruſt of the 
propriety of the German-Anglo phraſes introduced by Sir Charles 
in bis tranſlation. I am alſo rather uneaſy, as I have a ſuſpicion 

that the King of Pruſſia may have been tampering with Sir Charles 

Blagden (when he was on his tour) and perſuading him to introduce 

this /artago of ſpeech into England, firſt among the Royal Society 

Philoſophers, thence to the Linnæans, thence to the Board of Agri- 

culture, thence to, &c, &c. Indeed there is no truſting his Ma- 

 jeſty of Pruſſia in any thing, from a treaty to a grammar: he dupes 

the Miniſter, and confounds the philologiſt. 


(c) Largior hic campos ther, et lumine veſtit 


Purpureo, ſolemque ſuum, ſua ſidera norunt. n. 6. 
A beautiful periphraſis of the miniſterial regions. 


(4) I rather value myſelf on this deſcription of a blue Ribband, 


eſpecially as the EA RL Hows relinquiſhed the honour to He Duke 
of Portland. N | 
| D 
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( 26 ) 


Or chance to Weymouth's favour'd bay reſort, 

Round Ocean's King where guardian Nereids ſport : 

Oh, may no felon blaſt aſſault the ſail, 

When proud Fjorenzo (e) rides before the gale ; 

Yet think how faithlefs is the billowy realm, 145 

Death's on the prow, though pleaſure's at the helm: 

Pauſe on that ſhore, great BRUNsWIck | truſt the 
1 muſe; | oy 


Nor give your kingdom for a morning's cruize !—{f) 


I ſometimes ſtrive to paint, with Cowper's kill, 


Where The Young Wantons ſport on Anna's Hill; 150 


(e) St. Fiorenzo is the name of the ſhip in which the King 
takes the diverſion of failing at Weymouth. (in 1796) 


& Sic te Diva potens Cypri, 
Ventorumque regat Pater, 
Navis, que tibi creditum 

Debes BUN s vicrun! finibus, ah, ſuis 
Reddas incolumem, precor, 


Et ſerves patriæ dimidium mea!” 


J) It is to be hoped H. M. will deeply conſider the conſequences 
of * A ROYAL captivity among inhuman foes !” and the nature, or 
perhaps tne impoſhbility, ofa ranſom or a Redemption, amidſt the 
* pony and affection of his brave and loyal people. 


45 
Where with wild nature Fox J) and Armſtead rove 
Content with caſe and cryptogamic (g) love; 


Or to the harp (4) in angel notes recall 
His own ſad Indian bill, and hapleſs fall; 


72 Mr. Fox s ſummer amuſements this year (1796) at St. Aune's 
Hill, Surry, have been moſt judiciouſty and happily divided between 
the ſtudy of botany, the harp of young Meyer, the wit of pala, 
and the plealanteſt of all romarices, the Odyſly of Homer in the 
original Greek. Mr. Fox will know I am well acquainted with his 


menus plaiſirs. 


(g Alluding to the claſs of plants called cryptogamia ; my 
alluſion 1s merely botanical. See the laſt note. 


2 Others more mild 
Retreated in a ſilent valley, ſing 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and hapleſs fall.” 


See Milton's account of the amuſement of the devils after their de Neat. 
B. 2. Or, as Mr. Fox is now in a courſe of Greek, I may ſay, 


Toy Teupev ppeva rep T0j4e900 Popraryye Ayeiny 
Tu 6 dupoy evepmeev* azide Naga Af avdows, 


Il. q. 


I believe no man enters into the ſpirit of Homer more deeply or 
more accurately than Mr. Fox. I ſhall never, to the lateſt hour 


D 2 of 


( 28 |) 


While entertain'd with odorous ſweets and flow'rs, 
Calypſo's charms marine and Circe's bow'rs, 156 
Homer to Charles preſents a happier plan, | 
And ſooths the lot of he much ſuffering man. 


Or where ſtern Buckingham retires in pride, 
Britannia's primal trident now denied, x60 
While Corſeſors, with Mary (7) at the board, 

Sad requiems chaunt to her ſtate-parted lord, 
With emigration's martyr ſteps and flow 
In drear proceſſion through the groves of Stow, 
Hang on each ſacred bough their Romiſi creeds, 165 


Ropes, maſſes, Hloodſtones, roſaries, and beads. 


Sometimes I mark where Lanſdown tells his tale, 
As once Umbritius in th' Egerian vale,* 


of my liſe, forget the impreſſion which his commentary on ſome 
lines of Homer, at the ſumming up of one of the charges againſt 
Mr. Haſtings in Weſtminſter Hall, made upon me. It was the 


r.pture of Longinus tempered by the reaſoning of the Stagyrite. 


(i) The M. of B. married Mary Daughter of Earl Nugent, 2, 
great PATRONESS of the CATHOLIC CAUSE in England. | 

Hic tunc Umbritius; quando artibus, inquit, honeſtis 
Nullus in ur be locus, nulla emolumenta, &c.“ Jvv. Sat. 3. 

tall this is ſo, my Lord, it is certainly better to go into the Country, 


( 

His hackets fafe, (% my Lord, his conſtant feaſt; 
He never truſts a lady, or a prieſt; | I7L 
Eyes the Laertian realms, and barren rock, 
Where foil'd by Pitt, he ſunk beneath the 

ſhock, : 
His hands not bound indeed, (as round he ſteals,) 
One guards his fob, and one his heart (1) con- 


ceals: 
Then Thurlow, Richmond—Theſe are fields of 
zoe, (m) 175 


Where baffled ſtateſmen in ſad order go. 


0 No man is ſuppoſed to have a more extenſive foreign cor- 
reſpondence in all parts of Europe, or to have obtained more 
accurate information, and at a greater expence, than the Marquis 
of Lanſdown. I never heard that any of his letters or packets miſ- 
carried, booked or unbooked. 


(Y The attitude of the M. of Lanſdown when he is ſpeaking in 
the H. of Lords: one hand in his breeches pocket, and the other 
in his breaſt, 


Ad calum tendens ardentia 1 8 &c, Vars : An. 


(n Lugentes campi. Virg.— The fields of Oppoſition, 


( 30 7} 

But now of grief no more each field, each plain 
Proclaims aloud the Proletarian (n reign : 
Who now ſhall mourn the ravages of war? 
Fund Randolph guides Lucina's teeming car; 186 
And lo! refulgent in the conſcious Eaſt 
The ſtar of Tamerlane ! (o) in ſaffron veſt 
The Fencibles of H [ymen all appear, 


Some light! in front, ſome heavy i in the rear, 


1 {n) Old Littleton informs me that Proletarius is & a man who 
giveth nothing to the Common wealth, but only a ſupply of 
children,” * ſurely the moſt valuable of all citizens, and moſt wor- 


thy of reſpect, and the word proletarian is uſed in this ſenſe under 
the aulpecy of Dr. ee e Jovis incrementum ! 


(% We read in 1 1 that the celebrated W in the 
intervals between his warlike expeditions, uſed to have all the young 
Females aſſembled, and order a general marriage which he ſolemnized 


with uncommon ſplendor. 


_ # Proletariu” publicitus ſcutiſque ſeroque | 
Ornatur ferro. Ennii Fragm : : ap: Aul : 
Gell : L. 16+ c. 10. 
It is expected that Dr. Randolph, in caſe of an invaſion, will be 6c NP with 
a Compleat ſuit of armour by Mr. Pitt; for as the Right Hon. Miniſter (to uſe 
oldLittleton's words) give net 19 the gommonwealthany ſupplyrf children himſelf, 


he is bound to provide for all the Pruletarian Doctors in every faculty throughout 
the kingdom. | 


6 


And as they ſound the Paphian conch, command 

ONE UNIVERSAL MARRIAGE through the land. 186 

Loud thunder ſhakes the Commons () Love de- 
ſcends ; 

And either WILLIAM (q) with reluQtance bends ; 

Lo, ſons turn wiſe, and know their proper ſires, 

And matrons (7) burn no more with lawleſs fires ; 

Suits are ſuſpended ! with unuſual fears 191 


Battine, and Coote, and Fiſher (g) dra their ears, 


(% Doctors Commons. The proſpect of the influence which 
Dr. Randolph's fondneſs will have over the whole iſland of Great 
Britain, and that unſhaken fidelity which will be the conſequence 
of it, however pleaſing to the world in general, is rather terrifying 
to the advocates and judges in the celebrated courts of Doctors 


Commons. 


() The Right Hon. Sir William Wynne, Kt. and Sir William 
Scott, Kt. both men of the higheſt integrity, dignified characters, 
and the moſt conſummate erudition, ability, and profeſſional Hill. 


(r) The late Annals of Doctors Commons juſtify the word 


& matrons” but too well. However this will ceaſe under Dr, 


Randolph's auſpicious fondzgf5, 


() The Doi B. C. and F. arc advocates in the Commons» 


* 
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CY - 
And every minor Proctor in his kind 
Seems as an aſs of an unequal mind. (t) 
All with he fond Divine prepar'd to own 193 
Wedlock's the cordial of the ſtate alone : 
Deans, Judges, Biſhops, DoCEtors, all approve, 
All, by zhe fond example, live and love. 
Jz AsEY commands; they raiſe the choral ſtrains, 
And rapture thrills through Doctor Randolph's veins; 
& Let THOSE love How, who never lov'd before : 201 


© Aud THOSE,7ho always loud, nowlove the more !”(#) 


— 


2 * 1 * ; « Er 2 I - 


(t) Demitto auriculas, ut iniquæ mentis aſellus. Hor. 
This is rendered with fidelity, and is a pleaſing inſtance of a /iteral 
tranſlation. 


* 


(, Cras amet, qui nunquam amavit ; quique amavit, cras 
amet. 


Pervigilium Veneris. 


FINIS. 


AN 


APPENDIX, 


TO THE 


TWO EPISTLES IN VERSE; 


THE ONE TO THE 


R EVEREND DOCTOR RANDOLPH, 


AND THE OTHER TO 


THE EARL OF FERSEY, 


OP 


OCCASIONED BY 


THE PUBLICATION OF THEIR CORRESPONDENCE, _ 


CONCERNING SOME LETTERS BELONGING TOQ 


. K. H. THE PRINCESS OE WALES 


PIT 


CONTAINING 
THE WHOLE OF THE CORRESPONDENCE, 


BETWEEN THE * 


' EARL AND COUNTESS OF JERSEY, 
„ 
DOCTOR RANDOLPH. 


London: | 
GIVEN to the PURCHASERS of thoſe TWO EPISTLES, 
But not Sold. 
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1796. 


THE PAGES IN THE 
ORIGINAL PUBLICATION 
ARE REFERRED TO BY THE FIGURES IN THE MARGIN. 


GNA pains having been taken for ſome time paſt, to engage the attention 
of the Public, by repeated malicious and ſcandalous paragraphs in the Newſ- 
papers, accuſing the Counteſs of IE RSE of having opened a letter entruſted to 
the care of her Ladyſhip, by Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wat zs ; add- 
ing, alſo, that the letter ſo opened had been conveyed by the Counteſs to a certain 
IGreat Female Perſonage ; I do now take it upon me to aſſert unequivocally, and 
without a poſſibility of contradiction, that ſuch inſinuations are founded ſolely in 
mdlice/and not in truth, and fabricated for the moſt wicked purpoſes, 


The apparent delay, in my thus ſtepping forward to the Public, will be ac- 
counted for, by the dates of the letters ; where it will appear that I waited only 
for the return from abroad of the perſon into whoſe charge the packet was given, 


and who, fince his arrival, has required ſome leiſure to be accurate in his recol- 
JE | 
lection. 


The paragraphs alluded to refer to a packet, conſigned to the care of a Gentle- 
man, the Rev. Doctor RA Nx DOLYU, to be conveyed by him to Brunſwick : I. 


never was in Lady Ferſey's hands ! but was given to u1m by Her Royal Highneſs 
HERSELF! f | 


However indignant Lady IE ASEV may feel, at the atrocity and falſhood of ſuch 
a charge, and to be called upon to make an anſwer to it, it is my duty to ſee her 
3 character juſtified ; and for that purpoſe I do lay before the Public all the particu- 
4 lars of the tranſaction, as they could be collected. | 


JERSEY. 


CORRESPONDENCE, Sc. 
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THE REV. DR. RANDOLPH TO THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY. 


London, Saturday Noon. 

OR che requeſt I have once more to make to your Ladyſhip, ariſing, as it does, 
from circumſtances that I am ſure with you will warrant my. juſtification, I 
forbear to make any apology, and therefore haſten to inform your Ladyſhip, that, 
on my return to London, I found letters, which would fill my departure for Germany 
with much anxiety. Mrs. R. who, in the original plan, was to have accompanied 
me early in the ſummer, found herſelf in a ſituation that rendered void every ſuch 
intention; and though, when I left her, it was only with the tear of occaſional 


abſence, yet I find (though ſhe is ſilent on the ſubject) that the imagination has 
been too buſy, and magnified che pang of ſeparation into the miſery of real danger. 


Imagining, therefore, that the packet of her Royal Highneſs contains only the in- 
tereſting intelligence of health and happineſs, might I without offence preſume to 


confide it to the care of a friend, who was to fail with me in the {ame packet for 


Hamburgh, and who will, immediately on his arrival there, diſpatch it by the 
Courier to Brunſwick ? 

To think of pleaſure, which in its purſuit would give a moment's pain to one 
whoſe happineſs, I am proud to ſay, is far dearer to me than my own, is a leſſon, 
thank God, I have till to learn, and I throw myſelf upon your Ladyſhip's good- 
neſs for a proper explanation. One thing I would however premiſe, that if any 
conſequence ſhould attach to the delivery of her R. H.'s letters, or in caſe the 
Duke of York, whom I hope to meet at Windſor to day, ſhould have any thing 
of importance to entruſt me with, gratitude and eſteem, (for even the obje& of my 


anxiety I owe in a great meaſure to their goodneſs) will then annex a ſenſe of duty 


to my departure, and conſequently overcome every ſcruple. 
Again, then, truſting my cauſe in your Ladyſhip's hands, and with the hopes of 
renewing my plan at the expiration of a few months; and may I not add of then 


repeating the exultation of a grateful people, from the encreaſed ſum à nation's 


bleſſings, begging you to repeat to her R. H. the ſincereſt ſentiments of gratitude 
and reſpect. I remain, &c. Ke. 7 
May I requeſt the favour of a line by Sunday night's poſt, to meet me in town 
on Monday, becauſe from that I ihall regulate my future motions, 
Addreſs at T. Bowdler, Eſq, 
New Norfolk Street, 


THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY, TO DR. RANDOLPH, 
Brighton, Sept. 1, 1795. 

IN conſequence of your _ I had her R. H. the Princeſs of Wales's com- 
mands to defire that, as you did not go to Brunſwick, you ſhould return the packet 
which ſhe had given to you. I wrote accordingly about a fortnight ago. Her 
R. H. not having received the packet, is uneaſy about it, and defires you to inform 
me how you ſent the letters to her, and where they were directed. If left at 
Carleton Houſe, pray call there and make ſome enquiries reſpecting them. 1 
hope to hear Mrs. R. is quite well, and happy at your having laid aſide your jour- 
ney for the preſent. I am, Sir, &c. &c. 
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DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY. 
0 Bath, Sept. 4 

I KNOW not when I have been more ſeriouſly concerned, than at the ok 
of your Ladyſhip's letter, which was forwarded to me this morning. 

The morning I left town, which was on the 2oth of Auguſt, I went to the 
Brighton Poſt Coach, which I was told at Carleton Houſe, was the uſual convey- 
ance of the Prince's papers and packets, and booked a parcel addreſſed to your 
Ladyſhip at the Pavillion, incloſing the letters of her Royal Highneſs. I have 

10 ſent to a friend in London by this night's poſt, to trace the buſineſs, and will re- 
queſt your Ladyſhip to let your ſervants call at the Ship, the Inn, I believe, the 
Coach drives to at Brighton, to make enquiry there, and to examine the bill of 
parcel for Thurſday the 2oth of Auguſt, If this prove not ſucceſsful, I ſhall hold 
it my duty to return to Town, and purſue the diſcovery myſelf. I ſhall not be 
eaſy till = packet is delivered ſafe, and truſting that this will ſoon be the caſe, 

I remain, &c, &c. 

11 I am 2 2 to inform you that my return has had no ſmall influence on Mrs. 
R. 's ſtate of health. The delay has been a diſappointment to me, but with the 
Princeſs's goodneſs cannot be a matter of regret. I muſt requeſt your Ladyſhip 
to ſtate things as they really are, and to aſſure her R. H. that I took, as I thought, 

12the utmoſt precaution to enſure the ſpeedieſt mode of conveyance. 


THE COUNTESS OF FILE Y TO DR. RANDOLPH. 
SIR, : Sept. 8, 1795. 

I AM ordered by her R. H. to inform you that the packet of letters has not been 
found, though every poſſible enquiry has been made. Luckily Fler's were of no 
importance; ſhe only enquired about them, as ſhe had put up one belonging to one 
of her German women in the packet, who thought her letter extremely valuable. 
Your coming to town would be of no uſe, and their Royal Highneſſes wiſh you not 
to do it. They lament that you did not leave the packet at Carleton Houſe, di- 

13 reed for the Princeſs, as the Porter there would have conveyed it fafely, 

I am very ſorry that you have had any anxiety upon the ſubject, I hope it will 
ceaſe when I aſſure you, that the Princeſs is perfectly indifferent about the letters, 
and convinced that you were not to blame in any accident that may have - 2-1 vir 
to them. : I am, Sir, &c. 


14 
DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY, 
Baih, Sept. 28. 

I CANNOT ſufficiently expreſs my acknowledgments to your Ladyſhip for 
your laſt letter, which certainly relieved me from much anxiety, but at the fame 
time did not give me all the ſatisfaction I flattered myſelf to receive ſrom the de- 
livery of the packet, This I am determined to effect, if poſſible; and have, in 
conſequence, inſiſted on the proprietor of the coach tracing it by every poſſible 
method. Had it been of the utmoſt conſequence, it would be the only redreſs; 
and, trifling as I trult it is, yet, for my own fake and that of others, it ſhall be 
found, or it muſt have been ſtolen, I remain, &c. &c. 

I am happy to ſay that my return has been productive of the beſt effects to 

16 Mrs. R. who till lately did not ſuſpect her fituation. 


THE 
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THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY, TO DR. RANDOLPH. 
| Pall Mall, 

THE Newſpapers being full of accuſations of my having opened a letter either to 
or from H. R. H. the Princeſs of Wales, and as I cannot in any way account for 
what can have given riſe to ſuch a ſtory, excepting the loſs of thoſe letters, with 
which you were entruſted laſt ſummer, 1 muſt entreat that you will ſtate the whole 
tranſaction, and publiſh the account in the newſ papers you may think fit. H. R. H. 
having told me, at the time when my enquiries at Brighton, and your's in London, 
proved ineffectual, that ſhe did not care about the letters, they being only letters 17 
of form; the whole buſineſs made fo little impreſſion on me, that I do not even 
recollect in what month I had the pleaſure of ſeeing you at Brighton. I think you 
will agree with me, that defending myſelf from the charge of opening a letter, is 
pretty much the ſame thing as if I was to prove that I had not picked a pocket; 
yet in this caſe I believe it may be of uſe to ſhew upon what grounds ſo extraordi- 
nary a calumny is founded. As I cannot wiſh to have any myſtery upon this af- 

fair, you are at liberty to publiſh this letter, if you think proper ſo to do. 

DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY. 
MADAM, Norfolk- ftreet Wedneſday Evening. 
I HAVE juſt received your Ladyſhip's letter, and was I not too much fatigued 
from a fourteen days paſſage, amidſt hurricanes, and in the moſt imminent danger, 
would immediately fit down to anſwer, as fully as I was able, its contents. To find 
myſelf, on my arrival in England, involved in circumſtances of ſo difagreeable a 
nature, has been a matter of no leſs grief than aſtoniſhment to me, and every ſtate- 
ment, as far as I am concerned, your Ladyſhip has a right to demand, and. ſhall, at 


the earlieſt moment of recollection, receive from | Your, &c. &c 19 
DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE COUNTESS, OF JERSEY. 
MADAME HT. 8 88 Bath, June 13, 1796. 


ON my return home I have again and again peruſed your Ladyſhip's letter, nor 
can I find any thing to explain beyond what your Ladyſhip is already acquainted 
with; neither does it appear certain, from the various reports which are circulated, 
that the calumny you ſo juſtly complain of originates from the loſs of the packet in 
queſtion, When your Ladyſhip, in obedience to the commands of the Princeſs, wrote 
to me from Brighton, in September laſt, relative to the letters I had received from 
her R. H. it became neceſſary for my own ſatisfaction, and that of my friends, that, ,, 
I ſhould at leaſt clear myſelf from every imputation of careleſſneſs or neglect. 1 
therefore ſtate every particular reſpecting their delivery, word for word, as 1 had 
the honour to tranſmit to her R. H. through your means ; and in conſequence had 
the pleaſure of receiving from your Ladyſhip the perfect approbation of the Princeſs. 
Farther than this, I know nothing; nor have I any clue to direct me. 

If, as before ſtated, your Ladyſhip requeſts that the ſimple narrative, which is 
all I have to give, ſhould be made public, I ſhall not heſitate to comply with your 
wiſhes, as far as recollection will enable me; but, averſe to every thing of the fort, 
let me hope that the circumſtances your Ladyſhip alludes to has no reference to ,, 
the preſent injurious reports, | | I have the honour to be, &c. 


THE 
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THE COUNTESS OF JuRSEY, TO DR. RANDOLPH. 
SIR, | | 

1 AM ſorry to give you the trouble of another letter, and upon fo unpleaſant a 
ſubje& to myſelf, as that to which I alluded in my laſt. But J muſt claim your 
promiſe of making public that ſtatement, relating to the letters given to you by 
H. R. H. the P. of W. laſt ſummer, which you acknowledge I have a right to 
demand from you: you are at liberty to publiſh all or any of my letters. 

23 I am, Sir, &c. 
THE EARL OF JERSEY TO DR. RANDOLPH. 
SIR, 
Lady IJ. wrote to you in the early part of laſt week, requeſting that a full ſtate. 
ment, from you, of all that had paſſed relating to the packet of letters belonging to 
HI. R. H. the Princeſs of Wales, might appear in public print. To that letter ſhe 
has received no anſwer from you, nor have J learned that any ſuch publication bas 
appeared. The delay I have been willing to attribute to accident. But it now 
becomes my duty to call upon you, and I do require it of you, that an explicit nar- 
rative may be laid before the public; it is a juſtice ſhe is entitled to; a juſtice Lady 
24 Jerſey's character claims, and which ſhe has, and 192 have acknowledged ſhe has, 
a right to demand at your hands. 

Your filence upon this occaſion I ſhall conſider as countenancing that calumny, 
which the falſe repreſentations of the buſineſs have ſo ſhamefully and unjuſtly 
drawn upon Lady ]. I am, &c. \ 

June 30, 1796. 

25 Dr. Randolph. 
DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE EARL OF JERSEY. 
MY LORD, Batb, July 1, 1796. 

I DID not anſwer your Lady's * becauſe I was preparing a detail of oc- 
currences as far as my recollection would enable me; and the minuteneſs that for 
all parties is neceſſary upon ſuch an occaſion, has alone occaſioned the delay. In 

the beginning of next week, I ſhall tranſmit to your Lordſhip every circumſtance, 
as far as I am concerned ; and, moſt ſenſibly mortified at what has happened, 


26 I have the honour to be, &c.&c. &c. 
DR. RANDOLPH, TO THE COUNTESS OF JERSEY. 
MADAM, Bath, July 5, 1796. 


YOUR Ladyſhip's letter of the 23d of June has only ſerved to increaſe the un- 
ealineſs I felt from the receipt of a former one, immediately on my arrival from 
Germany. After a period of many months has elapſed, to find myſelf called upon 
to recur te dates, and to fate facts, and from the loſs of a packet with which I had 
the honour to be eatruſted ; and which, alſo, from your Ladyſhip's own acknow- 
ledgment, I was induced to believe was of no importance; to be ſummoned to 
ſpecify every particular relative to it, from a preſumption that any improper uſe 
could be made of it, is a ſort of commiſſion ſo extraordinary, as well as unexpected, 

that nothing but the repeated demands of your Ladyſhip ſhould have tempted me 
to execute it, Permit me alſo to add that the ſimple narrative I have to relate 

(and which only goes to a juſtification of myſelf from any apparent neglect) has 

been already communicated to your Ladyſhip, and from two of your letters to me, 

| bearing 
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bearing date Sept. 1 and 8, 1794, by the expreſs order of her R. H. the Princeſs of 
Wales, I had little reaſon to imagine that their contents would ever be che ſubject 
of foture ani madverſion. In alluſion, however, to this very packet, as your Lady- 
ſhip begs that I would carry back my recollection to every part of a 2 
which you confeſs to have totally forgotten, and as in a ſubſequent letter from the 28 
Earl of Jerſey L am told that he ſhall «© confider my ſilence upon this occaſion, as 
« countenancing that calumny, which the falſe repreſentations of the buſineſs have 
« ſo ſnamefully and unjuſtifiably drawn upon your Ladyſhip, 1 think myſelf in juſ- 
tice bound to lay the plain ſtatement again before you, and whatever reluctance I 
may have ſhe wn to appear before the public, and even beſeeching you now to ſpare 
me the painful feeling, yet if your Ladyſhip ſhould deem the publication of my 
narrative either neceſſary or expedient, every private conſideration muſt give way, 
and you have my permiſſion to make uſe of this letter in any way you may think 


proper. 29 


I need not recal to your Ladyſhip's recollection, the interview I had with the 
Princeſs at Brighton, when ſhe delivered to me the packet in queſtion : all her 
attendants in waiting were, I believe, preſent; and the converſation generally 
turned upon the various branches of her auguſt family, and the alteration I ſhould 
find in them, after an abſence of ten years. This interview, if I am notmiſtaken, 
took place on the 30th of Auguſt; and after waiting, by her R. H's deſire, till 
the 14th, when the Prince was expected from Windſor, to know if he had any 
commands to honour me with ; I had no ſooner received from Mr. Churchill, 
his R. H. 's anſwer, than I departed from London, with the intention of proceeding 
to Yarmouth on the 11th; on my arrival in town, finding ſome very unpleaſant 30 
accounts of the ſtate of Mrs. R.“s health, I took the liberty of ſignifying the oc- 
currence to her R. H. annexing to it, at the ſame time, a wiſh todefer my journey 
for the preſent, and that her R. H. would permit me to return the packet, or al- 
low me to conſign it to the care of a friend, who was going into Germany, and 
would ſee it ſafely delivered. To this I received, through your Ladyſhip, a moſt 
gracious meſſage from her R. H. requeſting me by all means to lay aſide my in- 
tentions, and to return the packet. In conſequence of ſuch orders, I immedi- 
ately went to Carleton Houſe, to inform myſelf by what conveyance the letters and 
parcels were uſually ſent to Brighton, and was told that no ſervant was employed, 
but that every day they were, together with the newſpapers, committed to the ,, 
charge of the Brighton Poſt Coach, from the Golden Croſs, Charing Croſs. 

On the ſubſequent morning, therefore, I attended at the Golden Croſs, previ- 
ous to the departure of the 'Coach, and, having firſt ſeen it regularly booked, deli- 
vered my parcel, incloſing the Princeſs's packet, addreſſed to your Ladyſhip at the 
Pavillion. Immediately afterwards, I ſet out for Bath; and had ſcarcely been a 
fortnight at home, when, to my great ſurprize and mortification, I received the 
following letter from your Ladyſhip, before alluded to, and dated 

| Brighton, Sept. 1. 

IN conſequence of your letter I had her R. H. the Princeſs of Wales's com- 
mands to deſire, that as you did not go to Brunſwick, you ſhould return the packet 
which ſhe had given you. I wrote accordingly about a fortnight ago. Her R. H. 
not having received the packet, is uneaſy about it, and deſires you to inform me 


how 


32 


* 
how you ſent the letters to her, and where they were directed. If left at Carleton 
Houſe, pr y call there, and make ſome enquiries reſpecting them. I hope to hear 
Mrs. R. quite well, and happy at your having laid aſide your journey for the 
preſent. # I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

Th '\.oftance of my reply to this very unwelcome intelligence, was nearly the 
ſame as what I have already related with regard to the packet, with this addition 
only, that if inquiries at Brighton ſhould prove ineffectual, as well as thoſe I 
ſhould cauſe to be made in London, it would then become my duty to go thither, 
and trace the packet ſtep by ſtep, till ſome diſcovery took place. From this 
determination, and alſo let me add from much anxiety, I was relieved by another 
letter from your Ladyſhip, dated 
| | SIR, | September 8, 1795, 
| J am ordered by her R. H. to inform you, that the packet of letters has not 

been found, that every poſſible enquiry has been made, 


Luckily Her's were 
34 of no importance, ſhe only enquired about them, as ſhe had put up one belonging 
to one of lier German women in the packet, who thought her letter extremely 
valuable. — Your coming to town would be of no uſe, and their Royal High- 


| neſſes wiſh you not to do it; they lament that you did not leave the packet at 
| Carleton Houſe, directed for the Princeſs, as the Porter there would have conveyed 
it ſafely. | 

IT am very ſorry that you have had any anxiety upon the ſubject, I hope it will 
ceaſe when I aſſure you, that the Princeſs is perfectly indifferent about the letters, 
and convinced that you are not to be blamed in any accident that may have hap- 
pened to them. I am, Sir, | 

35 With regard and eſteem, your obedient Servant. 

Thus ends, Madam, the whole of the tranſaction, as far as I am any ways con- 
cerned, For my own juſtification and the ſatisfaction of my friends, I related the 
facts, and read your Ladyſhip's letters at the time it happened, and, frequently in- 
terrogated ſince about the packet, I have never deviated in the ſmalleſt degree 
from the ſame relation. 

I remain, Madam, though upon ſuch an occaſion as this, with pain 

I ſubſcribe myſelf, Your Ladyſhip's obliged 
36 Humble Servant, F. RANDOLPH. 


THE letters not being returned by Dr. Randolph, as was expected, every poſ- 
ſible ſearch was made by different perſons, at all the places in Brighton where 
parcels are delivered, but nothing could be heard of it; I joined the more anxi- 
ouſly in this repeated enquiry, becauſe, excluſive of the defire which muſt natu- 
rally have ariſen not to loſe what belonged to H. R. H. other parcels addreſſed 
to Lady Jerſey, not having been received, it grew to be a ſerious object of concern 

to me, to find out to whom it cou be an intereſt, to pry into and intercept them; 
37 an object which I ſhall never leave uninveſtigated. JERSEY, 


F inis. 


